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DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER FIRST FRUITS NEWSLETTER: MON., SEPT. 16
NEWSLETTER@S1UMC.ORG OR DROP OFF ARTICLES TO CHURCH OFFICE

KICK OFF SUNDAY

SEPTEMBER

Sunday, Sept. 8 @ 8:30 am
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
BEGINS
Sunday, Sept. 15

FIRST FRUITS
DEADLINE
Monday, Sept. 16

TRUSTEES MEETING
Tuesday, Sept. 17 @ 7 pm
S1UMC

CHILDRENS SUNDAY
SCHOOL BEGINS
Sunday, Sept. 8

This year's Love INC annual Harvest of Love dinner will be October 4th,
with our very own Springville First UMC as the host! It will feature a
homemade turkey dinner with all the fixin's, musical talents shared by 

Love INC Annual Harvest of Love Dinner

AFTERSHOCK YOUTH
PARENT MEETING
Sunday, Sept. 8 @ 5:30 - 8:00 pm

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 
MEETING
Tuesday, Sept. 10 @ 7:00 pm

AFTERSHOCK YOUTH
BIGGER & BETTER
Saturday, Sept. 14 @ 4:00 pm
S1UMC

Kick Off Sunday

On Labor Day weekend, September 1st
worship will be held at 10:00 as it has been
for the summer.  (We are extending the
10:00 a.m. service for one week – Then
Sept. 8th  is KICK OFF SUNDAY.  Worship
will be held at 8:30 and 11:00 a.m. and
there will be a potluck breakfast between
worship services on September 8th  at
9:30..  (Set up for the breakfast will take
place on Sept. 7th.)  The Children’s Sunday
School classes will meet on Sept. 8th.  Jr
High, Senior High, and adults will begin
meeting on September 15.

 some of our local churches, and
include a dessert auction.  Tickets are
$25 and will be available through the
church office or may be purchased
directly at the Love INC office.

SPRINGVILLE MOMS
GROUP
Monday, Sept. 23 @ 10 - 11:30 am
Yellow Room
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From The Pastor's Desk

Regardless of what we spend our time doing everyday, or what tasks make up our work,

relating to other people is an aspect of life that impacts every corner of our existence. 

Jesus puts relationship at the center of what it is to be a person of faith.  Jesus says

that at the center of who we are to be as people are those who love God with all that we

are, as well as loving neighbor as ourselves.  Jesus had a lot to say about relating to

other people throughout the gospels.  The Sermon on the Mount is perhaps one of the best

known teachings of all time.  Found in Matthew 5-7, these verses are packed with guidance in

many aspects of relationship.   The wisdom contained in these chapters is not a simple be

nice to each other.  Jesus tackles situations that still have relevance today in ways that

will challenge us.  I believe we will also find hope as we are reminded of the difference

following Jesus is really meant to make.  After all, it is in this same section that Jesus

invites us to pray, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 

The ethics Jesus hands to us to the verses that follow make it clear, to follow him is to

work toward making God’s will happen here on earth. I look forward to seeing how God helps

us grow in our relational health as a church and individuals as we worship around this trust

in coming weeks.  This series will be called, Heart of the Matter, and God’s Spirit will be

with us as we seek Christ in how we relate to others.

Heart of the Matter

How is praying a psalm a day going?  Summer can be great for offering a new rhythm and
routine, but it can also throw us off when we get out of schedule or are away on vacation.  If
you are continuing with praying a psalm a day great job!  If you need to pick it back up after
a break or want to join us for the first time this year you are welcome.  Let our hearts not
forget that our purpose in prayer is to seek the presence of Jesus.  Jesus prayed these
psalms, what does it mean to pray them with him?  Below is the schedule that goes with the
dates in September:9-1: Psalm 94; 9-2: Psalm 95; 9-3: Psalm 96; 9-4: Psalm 97; 9-5: Psalm
98; 9-6: Psalm 99; 9-7: Psalm 100; 9-8: Psalm 101; 9-9: Psalm 102; 9-10: Psalm 103; 9-11:
Psalm 104; 9-12: Psalm 105; 9-13: Psalm 106; 9-14: Psalm 107; 9-15: Psalm 108; 9-16:
Psalm 109; 9-17: Psalm 110; 9-18: Psalm 111; 9-19: Psalm 112; 9-20: Psalm 113; 9-21:
Psalm 114; 9-22: Psalm 115; 9-23: Psalm 116; 9-24: Psalm 117; 9-25: Psalm 118; 9-26:
Psalm 119; 9-27: Psalm 120; 9-28: Psalm 121; 9-29: Psalm 122; 9-30: Psalm 123

Psalm a Day

Because of Grace,

Pastor Matthew
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Upcoming Events and Updates

Thank you for your donations to Love Inc.’s
Paper & Pencils Ministry.  Your faithfulness
to this project each year is greatly
appreciated.

Paper & Pencils Ministry

The Finance Team and the Trustees would
like to thank everyone who donated to the
Parking Lot Fund.  We couldn’t have done it
without YOUR help!  Doesn’t it look great?  If
you’ve donated to the Parking Lot Fund in the
past, you might consider changing that
donation over to the general budget as this is
traditionally a slow time of year for receiving
funds.  THANKS AGAIN! 

Parking Lot Update

Did you know that Luke was the only New
Testament writer who was not Jewish.  Yet God
inspired Luke to write an account of the life of
Jesus in order to show people all around the
world what Jesus said and did for us all.  The
bible is our primary source, however, we will
also use Phil Moore's "Straight To the Heart of
Luke - 60 Bite-Sized Pieces," to direct our
discussion. Bud Vredenburg will facilitate the
class.  Join us as we explore the astonishing
message of Luke.

Bible Study - Book of Luke

Webster's dictionary defines it as "A vault for the dead with niches for cinerary urns".
    Our church has a Columbarium on the east side of the church building.  A brick path begins
at the patio outside of the Yellow Room and ends at the Columbarium.  Its purpose is to
provide for hallowed resting place for the church family members who wish to be cremated.  It
also has benches and is a quiet place to meditate or to sit and remember our loved ones.
    Inurnment is open to past and present members of the church, their spouses, parents,
grandparents, children, and grandchildren.  Only the ashes of one body will be inurned in a
niche.  No pets shall be buried in the garden.
    Our Coumbarium currently has 96 niches, 60 of which have already been purchased by our
church family members.  More niches will be prepared as needed. The cost is $500 for one
niche and $950 for two niches.  This covers the cost of opening and sealing of the niche,
identification, and maintenance of the area. As you make plans for your family's future needs,
the Columbarium is an option to be considered.  For more information, please call Mary Lou
Forster at 592-4897.

What is a "Columbarium"?

Jane Neureuther has not gotten back her 9 x 13 metal cake pan with a metal cover that may
have been left at the time of the Catch the Fire church celebration event.  Please return it to
the church office or kitchen.  It is marked with the Neureuther name on it.  Please return.  It will
be appreciated.

Missing Metal Cake Pan
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The Ingersolls

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
We thank God for all of you and for your prayers on our behalf!
 
As most of you are aware, June 30th was our last day with World Impact after 30 years.  To be
honest, it has been bitter-sweet.  Carol finished well as principal of Newark Christian school and
cleaned out her office on the last day.  We spent parts of four days in July helping different members
of our missionary family move out of Newark.  David is now in process of clearing out his office from
275 Sussex Ave, the building in which we have been working for all our time here in Newark. 
 
Yet God’s grace and presence have been evident in it all.  We continue to feel a strong call and
greater freedom to continue ministry in Newark.
 
Carol starts orientation for her new teaching assignment at Abundant Life Academy this month.  She
is excited about this new opportunity and already feels like a part of the ALA family.  Her salary will
cover much of the cost of our health insurance as well as the rent to World Impact for our apartment
so we can stay in the same place for another year.
 
We leave for Michigan on Fri. 8/9 to visit David’s mom for her 92nd birthday as we take Rebekah
back to Hope College on August 14th.  This year she will be an RA in a dorm for multi-cultural
students where she lived her freshman year.  She is so excited! 
 
Stephen heads back for his senior year at Eastern Nazarene College near Boston just after Labor
Day.  Joshua will continue to live at home as he begins his clinical rotations on August 26th to
complete his Doctorate in Physical Therapy.
 
Please pray for David as he preaches on Sunday at CTC (Community Transformation Church).  His
role in leadership has solidified as he works with two African-American pastors and a slightly
expanding leadership team. Pray that the Saturate outreach which David heads up will become more
a part of the DNA in the regular attenders of CTC and that other pastors in Newark will also catch the
vision.
 
Please pray that the prayer-line that David is co-leading will both advance the Kingdom and minister
to those who need to encounter God. Pray also that we will enjoy each other and embrace these last
few days as a family together, before things change again.
 
We love you all in Christ and thank you so much for your
 love and prayers!
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you!
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Announcements and Thank You's

FLC Reservations

There will be NO Aftershock Youth Ministry
on September 1st.   On September 8th
from 5:30 – 8:00 there will be a Parent
meeting and AYM meeting.  On September
14  there will be AYM Bigger and Better
Event at 4:00 p.m.  The other meetings for
September will be on Sept. 15, 6:00 – 8;00
and Sept. 22 6:00 – 8:00.  There will be no
AYM Meeting on Sept. 29th.  They will be
assisting the Mission team at the Seneca
Street Dinner.

Mark your calendar…
the Springville
Community Choir is
once again planning to
hold their concert at
the church in the
sanctuary.  Preliminary
information is that it will
be held on December
8th in the sanctuary.

Springville

Community Choir
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On September 14th, the yellow room and the
green entryway have been reserved for a Bridal
Shower from 11-4 p.m.. The church is also used
for monthly Emmaus meetings held from 9:00
a.m. - 12:00 noon in the yellow room.

Respite meetings are available the first Wednesday
of each month in the Family Life Center for those
who have memory issues and offers a time of
respite for their caregivers. 

Small Groups & Fellowships/Meetings

Tuesday Men’s Group

Respite Care

If you like Volleyball, note that
Volleyball games occur each
Wednesday evening from 7:00 –
10:00 p.m. in the Family Life
Center.  Want to watch or participate
in the game?  Mike Lux can supply
you with some further information
(call 449-2734).

Are there loved ones that you know who may
need help resolving issues with alcohol?   If so,
please note that there are Alanon meetings each
Friday evening from 6:00 – 7:00 at the church
and AA is also available on Saturdays from 1:00
– 3:30.

Reservations

Wednesday Volleyball

Al-Anon/AA

Pickleball

Pastor's Bible Study

Moms group will meet the 4th Monday of every
month beginning September 23rd from 9:00 -
11:00 in the yellow room. Coffee/Conversation. 
Child care for kids 1 year and up.

Mom's Group

Pastor Matthew’s Bible study has resumed and is
currently studying the Gospel of Mark in room 2B
each Tuesday morning from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.

The Men’s Study and Breakfast at Apple Dumplin
Restaurant under the direction of Dave Ploetz which
meets each Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. has also
resumed.  Their new topic of study is Dirty Glory
(copies of the new study are available.)  

Shirley Urhich leads pickle ball in the Family Life
Center from 6:00 – 8:00 Monday’s and
Thursdays.  For further information, see the
phone number and information on the bulletin
board near the church office.

There will be a Leadership Council meeting on
Tuesday, September 10th at 7:00 p.m. in the
Yellow Room and there will also be a Trustee
meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 17th.

Leadership Council/Trustee

Meeting
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Library Corner

NONFICTION BOOKS OF THE MONTH

Fiction with a great spiritual message that will challenge each reader
to be still, wait and let God fight their battle for them.In the year 1774
in the Ohio Kentucky frontier, the Colonists begin taking over the
Native American territories. Philip must leave his pregnant wife Clare
and their four-year old son Jacob, alone on a mountain trail. The
Shawnee Indians take Jacob and hold him captive. Philip does not
return and Clare must find the best way possible to get her son
back.“Stunning…an inspired masterpiece sure to stir the soul.”

FICTION BOOKS OF THE MONTH

A Song of Joy by Lauraine Snelling is book #4 in the Under
Northern Skies Series

In Minnesota in 1911, Nilda Carlson is torn between life in the city
of Blackduck and spending time with her family back home on the
farm. Her employer, Mrs. Schoenleber, gives her more and more
responsibilty, including leading an exciting new project to help the
community's immigrants.  Nilda tries to focus on raising money to
build afforable homes for Blackduck's newcomers, but a probate
detective in town keeps stirring up trouble. Nilda finds herself being
distracted by her piano teacher, Fritz Larsson, and she looks
forward

Many Sparrows by Lori Benton

Sometimes love hurts--and sometimes it can heal in the most
unexpected way. Camden Grayson loves her challenging career, but
the rest of her life could use some improvement. "Moving on" is
Cam's mantra. But there's a difference, her two sisters insist, between
one who moves on and one who keeps moving.Cam's full-throttle life
skids to a stop when her father buys a remote island off the coast of
Maine. Paul Grayson has a dream to breathe new life into the island--
a dream that includes reuniting his estranged daughters. Certain Dad
has lost his mind, the three sisters rush to the island. To Cam's
surprise, the slow pace of island life appeals to her, along with the
locals--and one in particular. Seth Walker, the scruffy island
schoolteacher harbors more than a few surprises.

On a Summer Tide by Suzanne Woods Fisher book #1 in the
Three Sisters Islands Series

Vow of Justice by Lynette Eason is #4 in the Blue Justice Series
FBI Special Agent Lincoln St. John is living his own personal
nightmare. When the woman he loves, Allison Radcliffe, is killed, he
devotes his life to tracking down the killers and making them pay for
their crimes. He expected it to be a challenge. What he never
expected was to find Allison very much alive shortly after her
"murder."   As his anger and hurt mix with relief, Linc isn't sure how
he's supposed to feel. One thing he does know for sure: he and
Allison will have to work together to stop a killer before she dies a
second time--this time for good.

Holidays are meant to be more than chaos with glimpses of grace;
they are meant to draw us closer to God and one another, but life is so
busy that setting a game plan just doesn't happen.Sacred Holidays is
part book and part resource, meant to help you avoid what has tripped
you up in the past and give you insights, tips, and tools to make your
holidays less chaotic and more meaningful.

Sacred Holidays:  Less Chaos, More Jesus by Becky Kiser The
Wise Words Book Club selection for October

To read and visualize the transfiguration of Christ is to enter its
mystery and encounter its hope. Like the Gospel writers and the
disciples who climbed the mountain with Jesus, we struggle to
tell the story and explain its meaning. Yet this astounding event
reveals God's ultimate purpose in sending his Son--the complete
restoration of humanity and all creation--our transfiguration in
Christ. The light and glory of that moment reveal a destiny that is
infinite and eternal, made possible by the power of grace.
Transfiguration is the trajectory and goal of our spiritual journey.
Across time and space, Christians have reflected on the mystery
and hope epitomized in the transfiguration, yet their voices have
been heard primarily within their own cultural and ecclesiastical
contexts. This study gathers many of those voices from the
panorama of Scripture and church history and finds in them the
common theme of radical transformation in Christ. The point of
this theological conversation is spiritual transfiguration and hope
for each of us as we reach toward the future Christ has shown us
in himself.

Transfiguration and Hope:  A Conversation across Time and
Space  by D. Gregory Van Dussen

Welcome back to our fall schedule and the start of Sunday School classes.  May it also be a time of
growth in your faith and service to our Lord.  May the library be a part of  your growth and service.

 forward to his increasingly frequent
visits to Blackduck. The more she
learns abot him, the more she falls for
him. Except the man who wants to
court her is not Fitz, but a man from
Minneapolis whose wealthy
background feels like a foreign world to
her. Nilda must decide what the furture
holds for her.
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Services and Sunday School

Our Staff & Information

Matthew French

mfrench@s1umc.org

Return to 2 

Services

With summer just about
over, it's time for our church
to "Fall" back into it's
regular worship schedule of
the Contemporary Worship
service at 8:30 am and the
more Traditional Worship
style offered at 11:00am. 
Whichever your preference,
we look forward to
worshiping along side you
starting on Sept 8th.
Communion will take place
on September 1st.

Church Wide Kickoff for Sunday School

Here at Springville First UMC, it's back to school time. And not just for
our youngsters, but for every age group.  Please plan on attending
the Pot Luck breakfast on September 8th, between the services, and
hear about this year's Sunday School offerings.    Once we have
eaten,and our Pre K through 5th graders have been dismissed to their
classrooms, our Jr High, High School and adult teachers and facilitators
will be introducing both themselves and their topic of study.  Once you've
decided on a class that peaks your interest, simply show up on Sept 15
at 9:45 ready to dive in.  Don't forget to bring your listening ears, and
your favorite breakfast dish to share!  Coffee and juice will be provided.
Sunday School teachers beginning September 2019 have been
selected.  The children will continue with the curriculum "The Story" and
teachers have been scheduled as follows...
2nd & 3rd grade - Lisa Yaeger
Kindergarten and 1st - Susan Scharf
2nd and 3rd grade  - Lisa Szarleta
4th & 5th grade - Lois Scharf Newman
Middle School - Jason Harrington and
Arlan Harvey.
High School - Dave Ploetz
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Committee News & MoreS1UMC Women

Beginning Sept. 8th we will again be
offering nursery care during the 8:30
service.  We have been short on help
during the summer months and would like
to add to our list of volunteers.  If you feel
like this is an area where you can serve,
please see Sue Putney (call or text 560-
7448) or sign up on the clipboard in the
green room.  Thank you!  This is a
ministry that is really appreciated by our
families of "littles."

Nursery Volunteers Needed

As some of you know, Sam Skura and I (Angie
French) will be attending IF:Lead in Dallas this
September. IF:Lead is a leadership development
conference specifically focused on building up
local leaders and equipping them to continue their
mission in their communities. Women just like us
who not only want to grow deeper into our own
faith, but disciple others to experience the fullness
of Jesus. IF:Lead is provided by IF:Gathering, a
non-profit ministry best known for its annual
women's conference. Their main objective is to
provide tools for women to use in their local
contexts to disciple others. Check them out
at ifgathering.com to learn more. Sam and I are
very excited about this amazing opportunity to get
away for a few days and immerse ourselves with
others who have a heart for women's ministry. We
are still looking for some additional support to help
us cover costs. If you're interested, we'd love to
chat with you, or you can reach out to Pastor
Matthew.

IF:Lead - Dallas Bound

Come and enjoy coffee and conversation
with other moms in our area.  Child care
provided for kid 1 year old and up. Will
meet the 4th Monday of every month
beginning September 23rd from 10:00 -
11:30 a.m. in the yellow room. Interested in
attending and have more questions - call or
text am Skura 880-4943. Interested in
serving in this ministry - contact Nancy
Vredenburg.

Springville Moms Group

(Formerly Known as MOPS)
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We have one last book discussion scheduled for 2019.  We'll be
discussing Sacred Holidays by Becky Kiser. Holidays are meant to be more
than chaos with glimpses of grace; they are meant to draw us closer to God
and one another, but often life is so busy that setting a game plan just
doesn't happen. Sacred Holidays is part book and part resource, meant to
help you avoid what has tripped you up in the past and give you insights,
tips, and tools to make your holidays less chaotic and more meaningful.
This discussion is planned for Friday, October 25 at the home of Angie
French from 6:00-8:00pm.

Wise Words Book Club

Worship Assistant Schedule

Sept. 1 Sept. 8 Sept. 15 Sept. 22

8:
30

11
:0

0

MEDIA
CREW
MEDIA
CREW

NURSERY

WORSHIP
LEADER

GREETERS

MEDIA CREW

USHERS

COFFEE HOUR

Wise Words Book Club

GREETERS Shirley Quick &
Peggy Rice

Paul & Mary Kay
Williams

Mary Kay Williams

Please sign up on the clipboards provided!

Mary Lou Forster Jan IngersonTom Place Kim Jackson

Dave Graves

Debe Ploetz &
Mary Hill

Jon & Joy 
Maybray

Mary Kay Williams

Sept. 29

De Bonenberger

Rich Place

Blesy Family

Sarah DoudJason Harrington

Luke Skura Darren Jackson Debe Ploetz

Calling all the ladies! Please join us this fall for a six-week conversation series on personal
leadership. Beginning Sunday, September 15 at 9:45am in room 2A (across from the nursery).
We will be using the Propel conversation series featuring Christine Caine, Lisa Harper, Bianca
Olthoff, Mercy Lokulutu, and Alli Worthington. This time will be co-facilitated by MaryLou Forster
and Angie French. This is no book or materials to purchase and each week is a standalone
conversation, so join us for all or only the ones you can. We can't wait to spend time with you!

Women's Sunday School Time Option

Adam Moody Kate Moody

Mary Lou Forster

Arlan & Waverley
Harvey
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